No apology, we are sure, is needed from us for again drawing the attention of our readers to our Christmas distribution. Each year the number and variety of useful articles of clothing made with kind hands by the possessors of kind hearts for the use of the patients in hospitals and infirmaries increase, but so also do the demands.
Last year, thanks to the very liberal response to our appeal, we were able to send parcels to institutions which had not previously received them, and we hope, during the coming Christmas season, to make yet further additions to our list. If every nurse who can help in any way will forward us something, the refusals which we are regretfully obliged to return, even to pressing applications, will be comparatively few. The name and address of the sender of each parcel should be enclosed, in order that the gift may be acknowledged in our columns; and all parcels should be addressed, The Editor, The Hospital, 28 & 29 Very careful watch must be kept over the condition of the pulse, and if this should get weak, the foot end of the bed should be raised so that the patient's head is low, and thus the tendency to syncope be averted.
Such then are the main points to be attended to in the preparation of a patient for an anaesthetic, and in his or her after treatment many other points, which space forbids us entering upon, will crop up in individual cases, and which the nurse will have to treat, guided by her own common sense and experience.
?be IRopl IDisit to IHo. 5 At five o'clock the tea-bell rang, and then began the chief feature of the day's performances. Each patient found before him a large plate of ham and tongue and pickles, to which he devoted his attention before attacking the heapedup dishes of cakes, etc. It was quite sufficient to see the happy faces of the men, without listening to their complimentary remarks, to know that our efforts of the morning were fully appreciated. I think that the only anxious person in the room was the sister of the enteric ward, as she watched her convalescents helping themselves to pickles, and great was her relief the next day to find their temperature still normal. Some of the patients had their tea carried to them in bed; only one was allowed no deviation from his milk diet, and he has been promised a cake to himself when he is well enough to eat it. At the close of the tea each man received a cigar, and they had previously been presented with a handsome pipe as a memento of the day. The Committee recommended that the resignations be accepted, and gave directions for the nurses in question to be allowed to relinquish their duties at the expiration of one month respectively from the above-mentioned dates.
The Committee authorised the medical superintendent to at once take steps to fill up the vacancies caused by the resignation of probationer nurses, and recommended that, in the event of an emergency arising, the medical superintendent be allowed a free hand to engage temporary nurses to fill the vacancies.
The Committee desired to point out to the Board that the acceptance as a matter of course of the resignations of probationer nurses was somewhat irregular, inasmuch as probationer nurses when appointed signed an agreement to serve for a period of three years from the date of their appointment. They did not, however, suggest that officers should be retained who were dissatisfied with the conditions under which their services were to be given, but merely suggested that it should be notified to probationer nurses generally, through the medical officer, that these officers were not entitled to leave at any time they might choose to resign, but that their resignation was conditional on the Board being disposed to release them from their engagement.
Dr. McClintock, assistant medical superintendent, reported that Clara A. Curd, charge nurse of the lying-in ward, had forwarded to him her resignation, dated September 5th.
The Committee recommended that Nurse Curd's resignation be accepted as from October 5th, and that the clerk be instructed to advertise for a successor to Nurse Curd on the usual terms.
The Committee considered the cases of the late officers, Agnes Gordon (assistant nurse in the lying-in ward) and Jenny Grey (probationer nurse), and they recommended that Miss Gordon be paid her salary and a sum equal to the value of her emoluments up to the 27th inst., and that Miss Gray be also allowed the value of her emoluments up to the date to which her salary had been paid to her, viz., the 14th inst. Every one has his weak points; every one has his faults; we may make the worst of,these; we may fix our attention constantly upon these. But we may also make the best of one another. We may forgive, even as we hope to be forgiven. We may put ourselves in the place of others, and ask what we should wish to be done to us, and thought of us, were we in their place. By loving whatever is lovable in those around us, love will flow back from them to us, and life will become a pleasure instead of a pain; and earth will become like heaven ; and we shall become not unworthy followers of Him whose name is Love.?A. P. Stanley.
I believe where the love of God is verily perfected, and the true spirit of government watchfully attended to, a tenderness towards all creatures made subject to us will be experienced ; and a care felt in us, that we do not lessen that sweetness of life in the animal creation, which the great (234) Would you kindly make it known that I take probationers from time to time who are too young for hospital training ? I give them boari and washing, but no salary.?Matron.
Your best plan is to advertise.
